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from the President

It has been some time since I have spoken to you through the Coil Line.
The Board is making an attempt at periodic messages such as this. My reason
for writing to you at present is with some good news and some bad news. First
the bad. It is with deep regret that the Board accepts the resignation of Tom
Maeder as Editor of Coil Line. I think all will agree that Tom was the foremost
piece of glue in making PNC3 as successful as it has been. Tom has "hit the
wall” and is in need of relief. The entire Board would like to thank Tom for
his untiring dedication to the organization, and collecting in general, during
these two critical years. This organization is still in its infancy, and as
President it certainly was wonderful not to have to worry about the Coil Line,
knovwing that Tom was taking care of it. This partialiy might have added to

Tom's running out of gas, as we did not have to spend any effort in knowing

what was going on out in California. Once again, Tom, thanks for a terrific
job.

The good news is that the Coil Line, of course, will continue.
Brown of Bowling Green, Ohic has accepted the challenge. Harold comes with
newspaper experience. He is City Editor of the Sentinel-Tribune of Bowling
Green. This will serve him well. The area that Harold will want help with
is in getting the stamp news to him that we have become accustomed to from
Tom. Harcold has been more of a lone cocllector and will need help in becoming
plugged into the network of news. Your help in this area will be appreciated.

The second portion of the good news is that Alan Thomson has accepted
the challenge of getting the Coil Line printed and maiiled.

The Board wishes both much luck and success.

Beginning with the change, the newsletter will begin distribution by
bulk rate. This is being done in response to a member-survey which showed
that members prefer bulk rate mailing tec a dues increase. Those wishing to
have their copy delivered by first c¢lass mail will need to submit their request
to Rob Washburn with a check for $2.00 That will cover the remainder of the
year. The yearly fee for first class will be $4.00 beginning in 1991.

Hareold A. Brown Alan Thomson REob Washburn
- 909 Parker St. P.0. Box 91 P.0. Box B840
Bowling Green, OH 43408 Northwood, NH 03261 Skowhegan, ME 04976

from the Editor

In March of 1988 Gene Trinks asked if I would edit the new club newsletter.
Ken Lawrence was the first choice, but he lacked the time. There were only 60
members then, so the field of choices was fairly narrow. I had no experience,

and those of you with us from the beginning know that the first few letters were
pretty primitive.

But even in high-tech Scuthern California,

Harold

the tools for putting the Coil

. od ’ 1
insiae | ‘ewitswmrioaame]
Letters . . . . R I .

Recent Auction Results . . . . . . . ,

Coil Labels on FDC . . . . . . . . . ’ page 11
"Classic" PNC Commercial Covers . . . ’

2

5

7

9

PNC Varieties: Plate Gripper Cracks 11
A PNC Market Analysis . . . . . . . . 16
Membership Report . . . 18
Briefly . . « . . 19
Ads . . . . . 20

L] - " L] - . - - - = = L]

-




-2

Line together have remained primitive. It has been a kitchen table and type-
writer and fold and stuff all in one room. while helping teenagers with their
math and keeping the two toddlers out of the stacks of correspondence. (We'wve
had two babies born since I took the job.}) But even at that, I have thoroughly
enjoyed being Editor.

I told Don Eastman that I would remain until someone with equal or
superior ability could be found. I think that Harold Brown can bring significant
improvements to the newsletter. The first thing you will notice is a more
professional layout. Also, with production and distribution as separated
responsibilities, he will be able to maintain his energies longer.

I would like to thank the Board for their encouragement and support. They
really let me do the newsletter any way I wanted. And it has been marvelous
getting to know so many of you. I will remain an active and supportive PNC3
member, and offer my assistance to Harold in any way that he might ask.

Letters

In comparing the 1989 and current rosters, I note the following interest in

commercial covers:

Period 'Total Membership Commercial Covers Percentage
July, 1989 347 66 19.0
April, 1990 389 71 17.6

Although the percentage of those interested in covers is down, the total is

up. I also assume that some members not expressing interests do also collect
commercial covers.

I would like to volunteer to act as a clearinghouse for those cover enthusiasts
vho wish to trade, sell or buy commercial covers. Members should write me
listing those covers had and wanted. I would then be able to match up haves
and wants to all those who waild enclose a postal card for my reply.

To test its feasibility, I am open to do this on a three-month trial basis:
May, June, and July, 1990,

John F. Rowin

P.0. Drawer 1078

Edinburg, TX 78540
Ken Lawrence's March 19, 1990 column in Linn's eontained an announcement of my
new 1990 editions of my booklets PNC Varieties and PNCs on Cover. Ken usually
does a pretty good job with his column, but from time to time he can't avoid
taking pot shots at fellow collectors. I take exception to Ken's statements
regarding ten imperforate varieties listed in my PNC Varieties booklet which
he says are erronecus. First of all, let me state that every variety listed,
ingluding the imperfs, came about as a result of inbrmation gathered from
respected publications like Linn's or from individuals in the PNC fieid like
RenLawrenve:” "Ken WAy forgotfen that he sent me a postcard on July 9, 1889

which states that the 22¢ Flag #13 and #14 exist imperforate, and we talked on

the phone on July 17 when he again reiterated their existence. 1It's interesting
that now Ken says that those same 22¢ Flag #13 and #14 are two of the ten
imperf listings which were erronecusly listed in my book.

Ken was also the one who reported the existence of the imperf variety of

Bread Wagon #1 (see Ken's Linn's column dated June 15, 1987). Now he says
that listing is erroneous also.

Obviously errors are bound to occur whén humans are involved. The difficulties
in producing a booklet such as PNC. Varieties are enormous, and can't be done
without reliance on respected philatelic sources. Nevertheless, I accept sole
responsibllity for any errors which might appear in my booklets. I know that
criticism is constructive at times, but the person taking the pot shots ought
net to be someone who has also contributed to the situation.

Robert M. Washburn

Skovhegan, ME
I enjoyed Mac Johnson's "Buzzline" very much--even sent him a few "spots" that

I found. These articles are a great addition to Cojl Line. I'm looking
forward to Al Cibulskas' upcoming seriés on PNC varieties.

There are some nice lots in the auction listing. The first two seemed to
include mostly very common items, but this one has some gems.

Burt Robbins
Centerville, MA
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Letters

A recent U.S. mixture from Mixture Mart, Drake, CO for $17.50 yielded the
following plate number singles: 5¢ Motorecyele, (1) #1; 11¢ Caboose, (1) #lpc;
14¢, (1) #3; 17¢ Auto, (1) #7; 20¢ Fiag, (1) #2, (1) #4, (2} #9, (1) #13,

(2) #14; 22¢ Flag, (1) #3, (3) #8, (1) #10, (1) #11, {(3) #12, (1) #15, (1) #16,
(1) #18, (2) #19, (2) #20, (1) #22; 25¢ Flag block (1} #5, (5) #7, (1) #9:

25¢ Fiag prephosphored {(3) #7, (3) #8, (2) #9, (1) #10; 254 Bread Wagon, (1) #I,
(7) #2, (3) #3, (3) #4:; "E* (1) #1111, (1) #1211, (1) #1222; Honeybee, (2) #1,

(2) #2. Also included were many other collectables, including several Honeybees
with shifted bees. Ron Maifeld

Amelia, OH

After a year of vagabonding, Bonnie and I have settled in Eugene, Oregon. 1
want to thank all of you who wrote during that period and then vaited patiently
for two months or more while my mail caught up with me and I dashed off a reply.
If you got lost in the shuffle, I hope you'll try again. Responses to my series
of Bee articles has been gratifying. Those of you wishing bee varieties, PNC

or non-PNC junk mail on cover are invited to check my ad at the back of this
issue. Finally, a speécial thanks to all of you who opened your homes to us on

our travels. The days and evenings of yarn-swapping, show-and-tell and trading
were major highpoints which we'll both long remember.
Mac Johnson

279 Roan Dr.
Eugene, OR 97401
The finding of "holes" in the tagging of plates number 7 and 9 of the Yosemite
flag by Dr. Myron G. Hill of the Plate Number Coil Study Group reported in TPN

in March sent me to my own strips with the hope of finding at least ocne, and to
have the chance to play with my UV lamp.

It must be admitted that the number of strips checked was small (45} and that
they were irregularly distributed. The originatly described four "heoles" were
there in nine of the twenty-four speciments of number 9. When checking specimens

of plate number 7, I found no "“holes" at all in six, and the row as described
in two specimens.

I think a few tentative conclusions could be made from my non-scientific
searching: a) The pattern is more frequent than it might have been anticipated,
and is present in more than the two reported number strips; b} the pattern
appears to be related to the tagging mat, as shown by discovered simultaneous anc
equal displacement of the "holes" and the tagged block; c) a more capable
philatelist with a better background than mine ought to study this in a systema-
tic way to exptain the presence of the "holes," displacement, and different
patterns in the light of the tagging technolegy.

: Pedro R. Ortegon, M.D.
Bedford, IN

With the expected rate change of 1991, how can we prevent the same situation
that occurred when 20¢ Pumpers #12 and #14 flooded the market and drove prices

down? Three values will be coming back: 15¢ changes to 20¢, 13¢ to 18¢, and
16.7¢ to 22¢,

Should we write to USPS and state our feelings, or let the chips fall where they

will? ' Ray Peretz
Whitestone, NY

As presorted postcards and bulk rate, the 18¢ and 22¢ respectively
will need service inscriptions. As such, any existing stock of

old 18 and 22 centers would not serve this purpose. A February, 1989
statement of inventory showed 13,466 rolls of 3000 Pumpers in central
USPS storage. Those have presumably been used since then in vending
machines t0 meet the first class second ounce rate. Many are left,
no doubt, and can be used for the new postcard rate. According to
that same inventory report, there are no 18¢ coils of any description
in central storage (although some may exist in the field)}. There

are the equivalent of about 9,500,000 rolls of 100 22¢ Flag coils

in storage, but they shouldn't surface in this rate change. Ed.




I have the goed fortune to have a very friendly post office that is willing to
save coil labels for me. It is fun to get these labels and look at the differ-
ences and varieties. Some of the labels are printed in black and some in blue.
0 i f the 10.1¢ Bulk Rate is printed both .

ne pair o is printe ways Rick Rollins

. Piscataway, NJ




| Recent Auction Results
STEVE IVY PHILATELIC AUCTIONS

& % #1891/2281, 0135, Coil plate
number strip collection of over 173
strips of fve, these start with the 18 Flag
1ssue and inelude 200, 12 and 25 coils
from that period to the presant, the
largest portion of the quantity of this col-
Tection 18 in the Transportation coil series
thar started in 1980, there is a faurly lugh
degree of complerion in these issues both
rmint and precancelled, missing only the
more expensive items chough including
a mint place no. 6 of the 9.3c Milk
Wagon. nice clean Lot of this new collec-
ving area, &g, N, Ane-very Ane.

Est. 500-750

1194 # ¥2136a, 25¢ Transportation iy,
perforate coil pair, scrongly miscur
from the bottom of the sheet, cutting
through the top of the Bakery Wagon,
removing the vaiue and showing the
heavy line from the botrom selvage thar
is normally trisemed away, very ineand
unusual. [phoro) Eaz. 150-20¢

9T O #1259m, 13.1c Transportation

inperforate coil pair, precancelled as
always, o.g., b, very fine. (photo)

Est. 200-300

2198 O #1261avar, 16.7¢ Transporta-
tion imperforate coil, pair,
precancelled as always, miscur sothat
maost of the *Papeorn Wagon™ inacrip-
won s at che bortom, a.g., n.h., very fine.
[phato} Est. 100-300

2199 O #2261avar, 16.7c Transporta-
tion imperforate coil pair, pre-
cancelled as alwwys, miscur so that most
of the rop label “Popeorn Wagon™ ap-
pears ar borrom instead of at top, o,
n.h., interesting variety of this imper-
forate error. (phore) Ear. 200-300

A0 S #2654, 21 Tremaportation im-
perforare coil pair, with Bureau
precancel as issued, 0.g., n.h., very fine.
(phota) Eat. 200.30¢

2201 2 #1265a, 21e Railroad Mail Car
Transportation Imperforate coil,
pair, with Bureau precancel as issued,
g by, very fine, (photo)

Est. 200.300

2202 #« #1281h, 25¢ Honeybee, mising
the engraved black color, amint
single of chis seriking error, which could
be catled the “ missing bee” when com-
pared with the normal (included), a.g.,
nh, very fine (phoeg) Eae, 200-300

2203 & #2281h, 25 Honeybee, mising
the engraved black color, pair, 0.g.,
n.h., a quite striking color-omitted error,
very fine. (phota) " Ber 400-500

2204 = #2281b, 25¢ Honeybee, missing
the engraved Mlack color, 2 pair of
thiy scarce and startlingerror. 0.5, 0.,
fing-very fine. {photey  Esr. 400-500
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* #189ia, 168¢ Multicolor flagim-
perforate coil, plate no. 5 atrip of six,
O~ b, very fine, (photo}

Est. 150-200

* #1895a, 20¢ Flag over Supreme
Court imperforate ¢oil, plate no. 5
#rip of four, 0.g., nh., very fine, (photo}

Est. 150200

#* #1895a, 20¢ Flag over Supreme
Court imperforate coil, place no. §
serip of five, a.g., n.h., very fine. {phota}

Est. 150-200

* ¥18954, 20c Flag over Supreme
Courtimperforate coil, plare no. 8
atrip of five, .., n.h., very fine. (ghoro)

Esr. 150-200

* #189%3, 20¢ Flag over Supreme
Court imperforate coil, plate no. 9
stripof five, o.g., uh., very fine, (photo)

Ear. 150-200

+ #1895a, 20¢ Flag over Supreme
Coure imperfarate coil, plate no, 10
strip of five, o.g., n.h., this number 2 bic
scarcer inimperforares, wary fine. {photo)

Epr. 200300

* #1897b, 1c Ommibue Transpor.
tation imperforate coil, plare no. 5
line sterip of six, sxremely rare and cneof
the key items for the Teansportation
SECIes CONNDIMEUT, Ouf., b, very fine;
1988 Philarefic Foundurion Certificate.
{phote) Ear. 3,000-4,000

W #1897Ae, Ic Locomotive
Transportation imperforate coil,
plate no. I line serip of six, inclusion in
the leftmost stamp, o.g., n.h., very fine.
{photol Est, 300-400

* #1897Ae, 2¢ Locomotive
Transportation imperfornte cail,
plare na 4 line strip of six, small natural
inclusion in the righemost stamp, o.g.,
n.h, fine-very fine. {photo)

Est. 300-400

* ¥1897Ae, Ic Locamotive
Transportation imperforate coil,
plate no. B line strip of six, o.g., nh., very
fine. (phota) Ear, 400-500

#* ¥18%7Ae, l¢ Locomotive
Transportation impecforate coil,
plate no. 10 line strip of six, well centered,
og., nh., choice very fine. |photo)

Est. 400.500

O #1901k, 5.9¢ Bicycle Trnspor-
tation imperforate coil, uneagged,
with Bureau precancel, plate no. 4 line
strip of six, scarce, 0.5, n.h., very fine.
iphata} Ese. 730:1,000

i #1903b, 9.3c Mail Wagon
Transportation imperforate coil,
untagged, with Bureau precancel, plave
no. 1 line serip of six, very attractive and
scarce, ag. n.h, very fine; 1989 Philatelic
Foundarion Certificate. iphoto)

Eat. 750.1,00¢

O #1903b, 9.3c Mail Wagon
Transportation imperforate coil,
untagged, with Bureay precancel, plate
ne. 2 line strip of six, well ceniered and
scarce, &g, nuh., choice very fine; 1988
Philatelic Foundation Cerrifi

Saturday, March 17

[ 2229 © #1904b, 10.9¢ Hansom Cab
Transportation imperforste coif,

243 O #2133b, 12.5¢ Pushcare
Tramportation imperforate coil,

unta with Buresu precancel, plate uncagged, with Bureay precancel, plare
1e- no 1 fine strip of six, 0., 11 b, Anevery twa. Fatrip of six, 0.q., n.h., strong ineer-
firwe. (photo) Eat, 730-1,000 %o nal bend, otherwise very fine. {photo)
Est 150200 Py
2230 O #1904b, 10.9¢c Hansom Cab

¥e -

lec-

ite -

Transportation imperforate coll,
untagged, with Bureay precancel, plage

#no. 2 line steip of aix, well cantered and
fresh, o.g., o.h., very fine. (phoeo)

2231 « ¥#1906b, 17¢ Electric Auto
Transportation imperforate coil,
place o 2 line steip of six, g, b, very

2232 w #1908b, 17¢ Electrlc Auto
Teansporiation imperforate coil,
plate no. 4 Line strip of six, ag., nh., very

1233 QO #1906¢c, 17c Electric Aurg
Transportation imperforste coil,
unengged, with Bureau precancel, plate
no. Yine steip of six, very scarce SEripy
o.g., tuh., very fine. (phota)

2134 O #1906c, 17c Eleceric Auto
Transportation imperforate coil,
untagged, with Buresu precancel, plate
no. 4 lime strip of six, very scarce scrip,
g, tuh,, very fine. {photo!

¥ o0 - 2235 » #1907a, 18c Surrey Tramaporta.

tion imperforate coil, plate no. 8 line
serip-of seven, faulos but from 2 parcally

fine. (photo) Est. 750.1,000 Joc¢ -

EZ44 % #2134a, L4c lcebost Taanapor-
tationimperforate cail, plate na. 1

line strip of six, o.g., b, vary fine.

(pheta) Ear .

400500 dre
Est. ¥50.1,000 300

P245 % #2134a, l4clcohoat Tramspor-
tatlon imperforate coil, plate no. 2
linestripofsix, a.g., nh., finecentering
just catching che botrom of the 2"

fine. (photo) Ese. 750-1,000 9755 {phota) Eae. 400-500 ot

P246 # #213%a,17c Dog Sled Tanspor-
tation imperforate coil, plete no. 2
steip of five, well centered and very
=carce, R, ILh, choice very fine; one of
the raresc of all the imperforaes Tanspoc-
tarion coil plate number serips; 1989
Philazelic Boundation Certificate.
Iphuo) Esr. 2,000.3,000 216¢

2247 « #2136m, 25¢ Bread Wagon

il,
Est. ,500-2,000 J: 00 Teansportation imperforate co

plate ne. 2 serip-of 3ix, og., 1 b, very fine.
{phoro) Esr. 150200 gy -

E24B &« #2136a, 15¢ Bread Wa:qn
Transportation impecforate coil,
plate mo. I serip of seven, o.g., nuh., very

Ese. 1,500-2,000 4 M50 fine. {photo} Est. [50-200 146 -

2249 w #2136a, 2%¢c Bread Wagan
Transportation imperforate cail.
plate no. 2 strip of seven, o.g. nLh., very

perforated roll showing perforations at fine. lphotol Eyr. 130200 7 &€
left of lefe stamp, scarce thus, sg., fine ap-
pearance. {photo} Est. 150-200 {Jg-|2250 « #2136a, 25¢ Bread Wagen
15 - Transportation imperforace coil,
2236 « #L90Ta, 18c Sarrey Transporta- plate na. J saripofsix, og., nh., very fine. .
tion imperforate coll, plate no. 9line {phatat Est. 150,200 f§5-
scrip afsix, o.g., nub, fine-very fine.
{pharo) Est.300-750 525-h251 # #2136a, 25¢ Bread Wagon
Transpartation imperforate coil,
237 * #1807a, l&:Sm-_rw mer,“’ plate no. 4 stripof six, o.g., n.he, fine.
23¢ - tion imperforate coil, plate no. 1 line

seripof six, o.g., n. b, very fine; 1984
Philarelic Foundation Certificate.
{photal Est. 750-1,000 %00

375~ 1238 % #2112a, (22c) Green, D"

.?0 Pl

ee -

Hletrm b HHT i S 157 L

1t Mt 1T
1k B Xy AT

Stamp imperforate coil, plate no. |
siripatsix, o, n.h., very fine. iphara)

1239 % #21L5a, 22cFlagoverCapitol
Dome imperforate coil, plate nc. 7
strip of five, oug., noh, very fime. (phaca)

1240 w #1115a, 22¢ Flagover Capitol
Dome imperforace coll, plate no. 8
strip of fixe, og., ok, very fine, (pheds)

Est. 200-300 ke

2241 O #2126b, 6c Tricvele Transporta-
tion imperforate coil, untagged, wich
Bureay p recancel, plate no. 2 stop of Fve,
well centered, og., n.h., very fine.,

2242 O #2130b, 10.1c Oil Wagon
nsportation imperforate coil,

uncagged, with Bureau precancel, plare

. 1 serig oo si, well centered, og. nuh.,

J very fine. (photo) Eur. 500-750 &0

Bse. JOC400 3 74 -

Est. 200-300 1o -

{photo) i Est. 7501000 Fiv -

\phorot Est, 13200 {hH)

LF252 % #2136a, 25c Bread Wagonm

Transportation impecfarate coil.
plare e 3 [scarce plage ned~erip of ax,
cg. b fine. iphooot Ext. 3007 W

Yse
£253 _ #1265a, 21c Railtwad Mail Car
Transportation impesforate coil,
Bureau precancel as alwavs, plate no. |
strip of six, o.g., nuha, weey fine. | phoot

Est. 730-1000 S 70~

2254 # #2280, 25¢ Flag over Yosemite
imperforate coil, plate no. 2 st

six, block ragged, v.g., n.h., very fine, X
(photo} Est. H0-400 257 -

2255 * #2280a, 25¢ Flag over Yosemite
imperforate coil, plate no. Jstnpof
six, block ragging, 0.g., n.h., verv fine,
{phatal Est. 0400 29¢

2156 & #1280a, I5¢Flagover Yosemite
imperfarate coil, plate no. 7 strp of
six, scarce phosphar tagging, o.g. nhe,
nearly very fine. iphoto]  Esc. 400-300 3 757«

157 % #228la, 25¢ Multicoired,
R Honeybee imperforate coil, place
ne. 1 serep of five, miscut so chat che place
twumber has half ar borvam and half ac
0P, ... b, very fine, [phato)
Est. 300-400 446 -

258 x #2281a, 25¢ Multicolor
Honevbee imperfarate coil, plasc
no. stnpofsix, o, nh., veryfine,

Est. 300-400 148 -
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Recent Auction Results
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SUNDAY, MARCH 18, 1990

1904a 10.9% Precancel Plate stp/9 Pl no. 3,

gap 4R, Fine+ NH, scarce..(E)$400-450
10.9¢ Precancel Plate stp/9, P no. 4,

gap 4R F-VF NH, very scarce gap..(E)$450...

1908 204 Pumper Pl stp/3 Pl no. 2 on FDC,

Aristocrat cachet, unaddressed, stp is F=VF
number clear, scarce...{E)$700............. PH

2126, 26a 6¢ Precancel, Pl stp/3 Pl no. 1,

combo w/mint stp/4 on Artcraft FDC, contro-
versial cvr, maker says only 14 exist,
clean, unaddressed

1904a

155 -

240 -

240 -

404 ** 1907a

R

408w«

Coil Pair, VF-XF NH..... (E)$250
409 *x

Coil stp/6 w/line, VF-XF NH.

..... (E)$650.....
i8¢ Surrey, Imperf Pair, VF~-XF NH
e {E)$150....

2281b  25¢ Honeybee. Engraved Black Omitted,

2281b  25¢ Honeybee. Engraved Black Omitted.
.(E)$900

PH W/p -
PH _90 -

PH /%0 -

PH A0~

HJarques €. Schiff, Ir., Incr.  SATURDAY, MARCH 31, 1990

1038
1039
1044
1041
1042
1043
1044
1602
1603
1647

1648
1649
1650
1651
1652
16583

1654
1655
1656

1657
1658
1659
1660

1661
1662
1663
1664

1741

1742
1749
1750

#1891, 16¢ Flag, Used Singles Pt #1-5, Pr Pi #5, Mint Strips (3) PI #1, 2(2), 4(4), 5, 7, NH, F-VF

EVI &Zx2
#1895, 20c Flag, Strip (5) P #4, NH, VF .ot e e n e {PH) EWX 39-
#1900, 5.2c Sleigh, 2 Strips (4), Pl #3, 5, NH, FVF ..ot eeeveie e {PH) 22000 #o-
#1900, 5.2c Sleigh, 2 Strips (4}, Pl #3, 5, NH, FVF ..o 22000 S -
#1900, 5.2 Sleigh, Srip (4), Pl #5, NH, FAVF _....oiiiiiiiriiiee e eeseesenssassessnseene e 11000 $o-
#1803, 8.3c Mall Wagon 2 Pi# Strips (4), Pl #5, 8, NH, FVF ..oooiiiie e {PH)  380.00 3Zao-
1c/20c Colls, Pl# Prs, Stips {3/8), NH, some dupl incl 190C Pl# Prs #3, 6, FVF (97) .. . ENVIN  go-
#2281b, 25¢ Honeyhes, Singls, Intaglio Black omitted, NH, VF . .{PH) Nov Fleahzed 90.00 oo -
#22B81b, 25¢ Honeybee, Pair, intagllo Black omitted, NH, F-VF . .Nov (Prorated) Reslized 180.00 jQp--
#1891a, 18c Flag, Strip (6) w/P! #5 under 3d stamp, Imperforate, NH Superb
.................................................................................................... (PH) Jan 89 Healtzed 320.00 Z#o-
#1847Ae, 2¢ Locomotive, Pair, Irhpﬂforata. NH, FVF .. {PH) (70.00} Nov Realized 50.00 €
#1901b, 5.9¢c Bicycle, Prec Fair, Imperforate, NH, F-VF ................. {PH) {300.00) Nov Realized 240,00 230-
#1906b, 17¢ Auto, Fair, Imperforate, NH, VF-Supetb .................... {PH) (200.00) Nov Realized 160.00 /50—
#1806¢c, 17c Auto, Prec Pair, Imperforate, NH, FVF ..................... {PH) {500.00) May Realized 500.00 529 -
#1907a, 18c Surrey, Pair, impertorate, NH, VF . ...{PH} (125.00} Nov Realized 85.00 jilo-
#1907a, 18c Surrey, Line Strip (6) w/Pl #9 under 3d stamp‘ lmperlorate. NH, VF-Superb .............
....................................................................................................... (PH) Nov Realized  750.00 850~
#1908a, 20c Fire Pumper, Fair, imparforate, NH, FVF .................. (PH) {120.00) Nov Realized 9500 [0 -
#2005a, 20c Consumer Ed, Pair, Imperforate, NH, VF .................. (PH) {110.00) Nov Realized 7250 Fo-
#2115a, 22¢ Flag, Miscut Pair from top sheet row, Imperforate, EE Bars {normally frimmed away) and .
small POFON OF MAY BBIOW .......oo.oiiiiiiiririiicrrisees i eeeees s e e et e et ieneeeeana {PH) Nov Realized 50.00 $7.*
#2130b, 10.1¢ Oll Wagon, Bulk Rate Prec Fair, Imperforate, NH, VF .(PH) (175.00) Nov Realized 120,00 f25-
#2133b, 12.5¢ Pushcart, Bulk Rate Prec Pair, Imperforate, NH, VF ....(PH) (60.00) Nov Realized J6.00 46 -
#213a, 14¢ lceboat, Pair, Impertorate, NH, VF .......................... {PH) (100.00} Nov Realized 6250 51
#2134a, 14¢ Iceboat, Line Strip (6) w/Pl #2 under 3d stamp, Imperforate, NH, VF .....................
....................................................................................................... (PH) May Realizad  320.00 280-
#2279a, “E” Rate Reg, Stip 2\, Impertorate, NH, VF-Superb .... (PH) Nov Realized 17000 70—~
#2280a, 25¢c Flag, Pair, Imperforarte, NH, FVF .........cccevewe e {PH) Nov Realized 40.00 1% -
#2281a, 25¢ Honeybee, Pair, Imperforate, NH, FVF .......ooooieineininnniin {PH) Nov Realized 23.00 22-
#2281a, 25¢ Honeybes, Miscut Pair, Imperforate, NH, Bee's lags at top instead of boftom ............
.......................................................................................................... {PH) Nov Realized 6250 T2%¢
#1895, 20c Flag Coll, Pair, Black & Biue Colors displaced to rt. Flagpole mostly albino. Flag stripes
PAI FEd, BIUG & BIACK _...v.vucveiesiviresissvesstereistesseseeenas s es e s ee e enee e eeneereneeaeeeeeneaene (PH) EVI  48-
#1904a, 08, 10.9¢ Cab, 20¢ Fire Pumper, 1904a Prec, Pairs, Misperf through centers of stamps .(PH) Ev 19~
#2279, “E” Rate Coil, Strip (3), Mispar! through “C.” “USA™ at feft, ett. .........cooeeriiineriinns {PH) EV 25-
#2281, 25¢c Honeybes, Palr, intaglio Black shifted, Bee straddles perfs ...............oocevceennn. (PH) i4e -

Elrtrie Ao 1577 I'.:h('l'rir: Ao 19T

EVI
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Coil Labels onFDC

Bob Rowe

A few collectors have been including labels on FDCs for a long
period of time. The first Coil/Label/FDC that I acquired was serviced
by the well known FDC cachet maker Mr. L.G. Sautter. This cover was
for the 13¢ Flag coil of 1975, and is shown in Fig. 1. Note the
unofficial cancel, a trdde mark of Mr. Sautter.

Like many other PNC collectors and cachet makers, I save labels
but did not think to use them on FDC's until recently. It was during
the FDOI ceremony at Chicago (for the Popcorn Wagon) that I had the
good fortune to watch George Turner, a very creative cachet maker,
pPlace labels on his FDC's for servicing. From then on, I copied
George's idea and used labels on all subsequent issues.

My first PNC/LABEL/FDC was for the 0il Wagon Reissue, and is
shown in Fig. 2. A listing of PNC/LABEL/FDCs known to me is shown
in Table I. I serviced extra covers of many of the items listed so
that I might have covers to swap with other collectors.

FIAST DAY CQVER

OdVarm Ml DM Wagun 1V 06 W tyen,
............... * | lu]l\h 15" [
Qil Wagon i Cotre Wi
REISSUE o 3 =B, aal
REW PRECANCEL OVERTRINT *‘:Lma"l
o

1938
2onsh

WHNOFFICIAL
CANCELLATION

-
Prail*Blipinee
Arallahis @131

CE - MVQ - LGS

Fig. 1

In addition to labels from rolls of 500, there are labels on
the boxes that contain the rolls. A PNC/LABEL/FDC with a label from
a box of 50 rolls of 500 (for the 7.1¢ Tractor Reissue) is shown in

Fig. 3. Note that the BEP picked out select rolls to be sent tc the
USPS Philatelic Centers, and the labels are so noted.

Labels from rolls of 500 for the three issues of the 7.1¢ Tractor,
along with plate number singles, are shown on one cover in Fig. 4.

fEOW  Trebrkcn
AT

Tpr e Tresrkce Trnnelois
(A = L™ 6 FE

R -y
s | 50 COILS PRECANCELLED
.| B-PRESS SELECT
Officlal First Duy Coves Orfic.i;i Fll;l Day Cover - V;ith Ltbclz From Previous Issue

Fig. 3 : Fig. 4
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A large rectangular label is used on boxes containing rolls of
100 coils. A label from a box of coils of 100, for the Flag over
Yosemite Phosphored paper, sent to the Philatelic Center, is shown
in Fig. 5. Note that the label was originally printed for the usual ™
box of 800 rolls of 100, Dbut the 800 was crossed out as only 200
rolls of 100 were sent. I understand-that the typical Philatelijc
Center automatically receives 20,000 stamps of each new issue. The
label was trimmed to fit on a 6 3/4 envelope. This label was for
the Flag over Yosemite, phosphored paper as indicated by the "pv,
with plate number 8. : -

The label from a roll of 3000 is much larger than one for 500

and just fits on a standard 6 3/4 envelope. A PNC/LABEL/FDC with a

label from a roll of 3000 for the Honey Bee plate number 8 is shown
in Fig. 6.

@ il
! E:ﬁ
!,*)

25¢ FLAG 100's
| 280
. (Over Yosemite) / & “;.j
- ‘ L F e
| 22®-COILS i %ég%af
| (ltem No. 7737) “-.\ v vt J

3 P | e i

Fig. 5 Fig. 6 -

I would 1like to correspond with other PNC/LABEL/FDC. collectors.
Also, I aim anxious to compile a list of all known PNC/LABEL/FDCs.
So, if any readers have such covers in their collection, please send
2 photo copy to me. I will answer all letters received. Please
write to: Bob Rowe, Box 150863, Nashville, TN 37215.

TABLE 1 CACHET
PNC/LABEL /FDC

Co

FDCS servicad with Labdls and
known Cachets indicated by X

House of Farnam

Sautter

Columbia Blke Co
Law

tretors

Animated-Ellis
Gamm

Aristocrat

Artcfaft
Wilm. Trans.

OR State Pen

Artmaster
Rowe

Gill
Turner
¥an

3¢ Conestoga Wagon FDC w/$15 Label
»>.3¢ Elevator FDC w/326.50 Label
7,1¢ Tractor Reissue FDC w/$35.50 Label

7.6¢ Carreta FDC w/$38 (UPSP)} Label
8.4¢ VWheelchair FDC w/$%$4 ¥} Label
10.1¢ 0il Wagon Relssue FDC %/$50.50 Label x X
3.0¢ Patrol Car FDC w/365 Labal |
.2¢ Coal Car FDC w/366 (UPSP) Label
- ¢ Tugboat FDC w/$75 Labsl
.7¢ Popcorn Wagon FDC w/383.50 Labél
P Cable Car FDC w/$100 Label ]
.5¢ Fire Engine FDC w;{lpz.so Labe}l B % o
¢ BRR Mall Car FDC w/ No Value Labé)
.1¢ Bicycle FDC %/$120.50 Lahe} |_|x X

"

»
»
E]
i
L

b e = 1

xxfﬂ"ﬁ'

e
4

-

o x| M| MK

N ! Bofeo] =
bl b OFCH O L] e
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“Classic” PNC Commetrcial Covers
Rob Washburn
"Classic--of the ﬁ;ghest class or rank, having

lasting aignificance or recognized worth"
Webster's Dictionary

A T. Assarre,
G35 S.W. \8

foctland , 0% 908

oa.x&&n&\ | *

134 N W st

POV*\QBA)Oreioh ava.0%

May 6, 1981: Earliest Known Commercial Use of Any PNC on Cover.

When one thinks of classic U.S. covers, U.S. #1 or #2 or some other 19th
century issue on cover might come to mind. But it's not that farfetched to think
that certain PNCs on commercial cover should also be considered "Classics",
Certainly some PNC commercial covers are every bit as rare or even rarer than some
19th century classic covers. For instance, it is estimated that there are
approximately 1,700 U.S. #1 covers known to exist and about 800 U.S. #2 covers. I

am of the opinion that many PNC issues exist on cover in less quantities than covers
of U.S. #1 and even U.S, #2.

Way are certain PNC commercial covers rarer than some 19th century covers even
though many more stamps are printed and more mail is sent today than during the 19th
century? Well, today's covers don't seem to be saved as often as they used to he.
Many covers are thrown away or the stamps torn off. Of the covers that are saved,
ouly a very small percentage have PNCs on them. After all, if a roll of B-press
coils has one plate number every 52 stamps to start with, and you deduct out the
ones that don't ever get into stamp collectors' hands, and then deduct the ones

saved as mint strips or singles, and the ones kept as used singles or strips, there
aren't many left over to be saved on cover.

Probably the most likely candidate to be considered a PNC "classic" cover would
be a cover with the 18¢ Flag #6, T know of only six 18¢ Flag #6 commercial covers,
although a seventh cover has been rumored to exist. The six 18¢ Flag #6 covers that
T am aware of are dated as follows: 10/6/81, 10/15/81, 10/22/81, 11/7/81, 12/8/81
and 8/19/82. Three of these covers are utllity envelopes. Five of the six covers
have singles of #6. The sixth cover has a strip of five of 18¢ Flag #6 on an
insured envelope to a2 stamp dealer. Two of the 18¢ Flag #6 covers are tied by

purple machine cancels. I would estimate the value of an 18¢ Flag #6 commercial
cover to be worth about $2,000!
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Another "clasgic" PNC commercial cover is the 18¢ Flag #7. Only three have —
been confirmed to exist (two others did exist a few months ago, but have recently
been reported to have been either lost or stolen). All known 18¢ Flag #7 covers
were used after the rate change to 20¢, The known usage dates are 11/9/81, 12/8/81
and 12/10/81. Two of those covers are utility emnvelopes. Ome of the 18¢ Flag #7
covers is tied by a purple machine cancel. The value of an 18¢ Flag #7 commercial

cover 1s somewhat difficult to determine, but I would estimate that they have to be
worth at least $500,

Certain 18¢ Surrey commercial covers can also be considered "clasasics". There
are only four known covers using the 18¢ Surrey #15 (only one of which is tied by a
purple machine cancel). There are only seven known Surrey #16 covers (only one of
which is tied by a purple machine cancel). I would estimate the value of the 18¢
Surrey #15 or #16 commercial covers to be $200 or more. I would estimate that
Surrey #3 and #4 covers exist in quantities of less than 30 each. Only two Surrey
#3 and two Surrey #4 covers are known tied by purple machine cancels, Surrey #3 and
#4 covers have been selling lately for around $50 each, but probably are worth more.

The rarest first class rate PNC covers of all are the 18¢ Surrev #17 and #18.
Neither are known as vet on commercial cover.

20¢ Pumper #12 and #14 used during the 20¢ first ounce rate period should also
be considered "classic" covers. Only about 20-30 of each are known to exist,
although more have been turning up in recent months. Such covers have been sold for

as much ag $150 each, but that price is probably high. Only a handful of each
number 1is known on cover tied by purple machine cancels,

—
There are other tagged issues which are very tough to find on commercial cover
which could also be considered "classics". Commercial covers of the 17¢ Electric

Auto #5, #6 and #7, 18¢ Flag #1 and #3, 22¢ Flag #6, 22¢ D Official #1, 18¢ Surrey

#1, #11, #12, #13 and #14 might come to mind. Many precancel PNC covers certainly
qualify as "classic" covers, but 1'11 cover them separately in a future article.

While a particular PNC on cover, in and of itself, might be comsidered a
"classic”, other PNC covers might be considered "classic" because of their usages
(earliest known usage, usage abroad or other interesting rate usage, auxillary
markings, illustrated advertising cormer card, varieties, etc.). T know of a D PNC
"classic" cover sent to Fngland, despite the fact that undencminated stamps aren't
supposed tc be valid outside the U,5. T know of another "classic" commercial cover
using a combination of both a 17¢ Electriec Auto #6 and a 20¢ Flag #8., What are the
odds of getting two different PNCs on one cover? That same cover is the earliest
known usage of the 17¢ FElectric Auto #6. TI've heard of other commercial covers with
imperforate PNCs. In fact, just in the past two weeks, I have received photocopies
of imperforate Honeybee #2 and Breadwagon #4 commercial covers. I recently saw

another nice "classie" PNC cover with a beautifully designed illustrated corner card
and a "mail delayed..." auxillary marking.

Even though PNCs are not yet even ten years old, I think you can see why
certain PNC commercial covers are, in fact, “classics", worthy of being cherished
today, as well as tomorrow. Do you have any "classic" PNC covers in your

collection? T hope so. If not, why not consider to start collecting tomorrow's
"classic" postal history today.

Only one new EKU report this month, 18¢ Surrey #11..,8/12/81,

Next month's .
article will cover the 1¢ Omnibus issue.
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PNC Varieties: Plate Gripper Cracks

A. S. Cibulskas
(Second in a Series)

Flate gripper cracks are defined as plate cracks
eZturing aver the slots cut into the underside of the plate
‘whtich receive the grippers that fasten the plate to the
press. They ec¢ur most frequently near the eodges of the
curved Lotirell plates where, in the -ase of cuilsy the
plate number is. As far as FNCs are concerned, the cracks
stourting on the plate number stamp were the first ones L
be highlighted. As alluded to above, there are legitimate
technical reasons why the majoarity aof these cracks should
oTCur o the number stamp. The Cottrell plates are curved
bo fit the press cylinder and slots are cut into the reverse
Side of the plate tz enable attachment of the grippers which
hold the plates securely on the press. A side effect of the
underside cutting is a weakening of the plate at or near the
points of incision. If not alveady present due to the
bending or curving =f the plate to fit the press [ylinder,
cracks may foarm due to mormal printing operational stresses

The following is a listing and description of known
Plate gripper cracks. This listing will adhere to the
guidelines as listed in the intraducticn.

le Ornibus.

A, FPlate # 3, 2L. Farallel lines teo the perfs; one
line starts at the top right of the wagon and extends
upwards to just below the zero of the date, the other is
closer to the perfs and starts above the wagon and extends
to the top edge of the stamp.,

b. Flate #3, ZL. Extension of above into next upper
raw., Again two essentially parallel lines extending from the
battom edge of the stamp upward for about Zom, :

. Flate #6, IR. Single crack extending downward fraom

between the 1 and the 8 of the date to the the top mid-right
of the bus. '

20 Locomotive.

4. FPlate #3, 1L. "Smoking T". Crack extending from
the mid-point top of t in locomotive vertically upwards to
the top edge of the stamp. E

b. Flate #3, 1L. "Smoking T Extension." Continuation
2f the above. Starting from the bottom edge of the stamp ana
extending essentially vertically upwards through the right
side of the plate number and continuing into the tracks.

c. Plate #3, 1L. "Tail on T." Crack extending
dowhward from the bottom right of the t in locomotive to the
top left edge of the locomotive smokestack.

4= Stagecoach. .

a. Flate #2, 1l.. "Ruotation Marks." Two sets of
parallel plate cracks. One set, about 15 degrees off the.
horizontal, are above the top right af the h in stagecoach
and the top left of the 1 of the date. The second sek,

about 30 degrees off the horizeontal, are above and mid-right
of the B of the date.
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%.5c Buckboard. '

a. Plate #4, 1L. "Buggy Whip." Flate zrack starting
at the upper left rear corner of the buggy and.e:&teﬂd:i_._ﬂg
upwards. The extent of the upward portion varies from less
than 0.5 mm. to 3-4mm depending on the stage of the crack.

b, Flate #35, 1L. "Rain Crack I." HMultiple series of
plate cracks staring sparingly below the ¥ and b of .
buckboard continuing downward and increasing in intensity
and quantity to the bottom edge of the stamp.

c. Flate #35, 1L. "Rain Crack Extension." Exténsion
af the above to the next laower row. Starting at the top
edge of the stamp and extending downward into the word
Buckboard,

d. Flate #5, 1L. "Dous Rain Crack 1."%  Two
essentially parallel cracks above the a in buckboard. The
shorter of the two (about 0.%wmm? starts directly above the
right side of the a and extends upward. The laonger of the
two Cabout 1-2mm) starts a bit above and to the left of the
first.

e. Flate #5, 1L. "Dous Fain Crack I1I." Same as above
but with an additional crack (very much resembling a buggy
whip} staring at the right rear of the buskboard and
extending upwards into the 1 and 8 of the date.

f. FPlate #6, 1L. "Split 6." Crack starting at the
mid point of the bottom of the plate number and extending
downward to the bottom edge of the stamp.

g. Flate #6, 1L. "Split & Extension." Continuation
of the above. Extending downward from the top etige of the
Satamp for about ¢,5—1imm. '

h. Flate #6, 1L. "Buggy Rein." Diagoamal Srack
starting at the mid point of the bottom of the front Of the
buckboard and extending downward to the right.

i. Flate #6, 1l. "Buggy Whip." Essentially identical
to the buggy whip on plate #4 described above.

 5c Motorcycle.

a. Flate #2, 1L. "Fender Crack." Crack parallel ta
the joint line starting at the upper. right rear of the rear

fender and extending downward to the bottom edge of the
stamp.

3.2c Sleigh.

a. FPlate #2, iL. “Sleigh Whip I.” Crack starting at
left handrest and extending upwards for about ¢.5-1mm.

ba Flate #2, 1L. "Sleigh Whip II." Same as above but
extending further upwards. Contipues upwards from general
area where above leaves off, curves a bit to the right, and
continues upwards almost to the left of the cent sign.

c. Plate #2, IL. Sleigh Whip III." See write up in
next TPN. }

NOTE: It has been conjectured that the above are
really one crack at various stages of plate wear.
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3.3c Mail Wagon.

a. Flate #1, 1L. '"Weeping W." Crack starting at the
middle of the left bottom loop of the w downwards to the top
middle of the 9 of the denomination.

b, Flate #X, 1RE. "Tail on U." Dounwards from the
bottom left base of the m past the top left of the letter u;

then curving to the right to the midpoint of the left side
a2f the u.

. Flate #32, L. "Smoking B." Crack extending
upwards from the top of the g to the top edge of the stamp.

d. Flate #3, 1L. "Smoking § Extension." Continuation
of the above into the next row up. Upwards from the bnttum
e«dge of the stamp through the left side of the 2 and
extending about 1 mm above.

e. Flate #3, 1R. VYHalf Moon." Crack at the battom
edge of the stamp resembles a crescent moon at the mid-right
point between $he wheels.

t. #Flate #4, 1L. "Splintered Foot Rest." Multiple
plate cracks emanating from the tip of the foot rest.
Extending downwards at about a 30 degree angle are two
parallel cracks about Zmm long. The above continues left

from the tip of the footrest at about a 45 degree angle to
the body of the wagon.

10.9: Hansom Cab

a4, Flate #1, il.. Crack through the plate number.
Starts just above the number and continues downward to the
bottom edge. )

0. Plate #2, 1L. "Wheel to Line Crack." Gtarts at
about the 4 o’clock position of the wheel and continues
horizontally almost to the joint line.

c. Plate #2, 1R. "H to U" crack. Starts at the bottom
left of the right leg of the h, continues downward
essentially bisecting the u of USA, and extends about 1mm
below the bottom =f the wu.

d. Flate #2, 1IL. "Seat to 5" crack. Starts at the
buttom right part of the 5 in the date and -—ontiues somewhat
diagonally downward to the top left of the drivers seat.

17: Auto - .
a. Flate #1, 1L. "Brokem Axle" crack. Crack starts

downward from the axle about 1.5mm from the left front wheel
and almost down £ the plate number.

1Br Surraey

a. Flate #1, 1lL. ‘Lightning Bolt" crack. Starts
upward from the left leg of the y in Surrey and extends to
the top edge of the stawp.

b. Flate #1, 1L. “Lightning Balt Continuation® crack,
Continuation of abave crack from the bottom edge of the
stamp upward to the bottem middle of the plate number.

2. Flate #35, 1L, "Antenna Crack". Starts at the
bottom right of the B of the denomination continwing
vertically downward to the top of the Burrey.

d. Plate #9, 1L. "Lightning Bolt" crack. Starts at

the top right leg of the-létter y in Surrey and contimes
tiownward to the right of the tent sign.
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20c Fumper .

a. Flate #3, 1L. "Pumper Crack". NOTE: It is
believed that this is ome plate crack that exist in multiple .
forms corrvesponding to incremental stages of the prinmting
process. It is described as a single entity but examples
exist with_one or more stage obvious. The crack starts at
the top edge of the stamp proceeding vertically downward tno
the rvight side of the e in Fire. It then continues downward
and splits in two to the top of the Zero of the date. From
then zero it proceeds down, along the left side af the 2 of
the denomination and contiwmes further down until it ends at
the ram of the pumper. Also from the bottom part of the &
of the date, diagonally downward right to the apex of the a
in USA. Then continuing downward to the ram of the pumper.

b. Plate #2, 1L, Continuation of the above c¢rack from

the bottom edge of the stamp upward for about Llmm.

c. Plate #5, 1L. Flate crack parallel to the joint
line at about the upper third of the stamp.

d. Plate #9, 1L. "Horned Nine" cracks. A series of
4-3 short cracks perpendicular to the top of the plate
Mumber .

@. Flate #11, lL. "Smoking Engine" crack. Crack
starting at the bottom left of the m in pumper and extending
downward to about the middle of the smoke stack.

f. Plate # 15, 1L. ‘“Wounded FP" crack. Starts at the
top right of the p in pumper and extends upward to the top
edge of the stamp.

g. Plate # 16, 1L. "Worned Sixteen" cracks. Three
cracks perpendicular to the top of the plate number, one

divrectly over the i and two over left and right side
respectively of the 6.

Illustrations from PNC Varieties
- Reproduced with permission.

by Robert M. Washburn, 2 1990.
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Buckhoard 1880s
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A PNC Market Analysis

Ed Denson

When I made up mfr first mail sale I thought "T'm going to sel a lot of stamps at a discount, 1 might as well find
something out” so I designed it to give me a sense of the market. Nothing fancy, I just tried to include lots from al
of the PNC collecting categories that I sell, and to spread the price range from inexpensive to some high-ticket

material. My goal was to understand how to put Mail Sale #2 together so that I could make more money from less
effort - its the American way.

Well, T had a good mail sale - I sent out 1100 catalogs to the cream of the PNC collectors (including the members
of the PNC3, of course), and over 100 of them sent back bid sheets. Thad over 800 bids in the computer when I
closed the sale. The list of bidders includes many well known and knowledgeable PNC collectors, and I'm fairly
certain that I succeeded in reaching the market. The results seem reliable to me.

What results were there? Well for one thing consider this list:

Table 1-Lots by kind of PNC

Category Ave cat No Lots No Sold % Sold
Used singles 45.23 31 31 100%
Mint PS5 26.69 62 58 949,
Commercial covers 17.01 45 41 91%
Mint PS3 51.73 32 23 T2%
Mint PS1 53.30 7 5 1%
Mint PS2 19.78 21 13 62%
FDC” 112.50 16 9 56%
Used PS2 17.48 24 13 54%
Used PS3 27.12 13 6 46%

What does this show? It shows me that Used singles, Mint strips of S, and commercial covers are the 3 main
things that people collect. Tts not that no one collects the other formats, just that most people collect these which
makes heavier demand for them. I was especially interested to see the weak market for PPDC and used multiples. I
interpret this to mean that, generally speaking, these are overpriced. Since I have been responsible for setting the
price trends in these two areas (well I had lots of help in the I-EDC), Isee that | am now in error in my thinking on
these. Next sale I plan on offering less expensive FDCs to see if there is stronger demand for those.

What prices did I use? I used Denson's list price, of course. I could have gone to "Trends" or made a composite of
dealer prices but it seemed like a poor show of faith in my Own prices not to use them as "list" in my own Mail
Sale. But in a real sense the prices [ listed made very little difference. People were free to bid as they pleased.

Well, almost as they pleased. I put a minimum bid of 40% on all lots that had nothing wrong with them. Every
mail sale and auction of stamps has a minimum bid for each lot. Not every scller admits it, and some sales are too
complex to use a simple percentage for the entire sale. But basically auctions and mail sales are places where
dealers buy their stock - and where some collectors come to buy at wholesale prices. It's not likely that you can
impose a 75% minimum on such items, because they can be bought from many dealers at or around that figure if
you buy a couple of hundred dollars worth. Dealers are likely to want to pay 40-60% of list for items they buy, 1
reasoned - and apparently correctly as several dealers bid in the auction.

I also had noted that when faced with high minimums in an auction I get turned off. Even if there is material that I
want, and which I might pay a good price for, I have the feeling that all is not as it should be when I see
minimums of, say 70%, and often this is enough to make me lose interest in the entire sale.

The lots went for an average of about 60% of list, which I thought was quite reasonable. Of course I reduced a lot
of bids. Without the reductions I think realizations would have been about 70%. The top bids, in other words,
averaged about 70% before I reduced them to "one step above the 2nd high bids". It was hard to do, this
reduction, and I can see why so many Mail Sales don't seem to do it. We're talking real ethicai questions here.
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* The hardest question of all is "What wouid you do if you knew that no one would ever find out?" Well every mail
sale operator faces that question when someone bids $100 for a lot and the next high bid is $70._ Don't be too sure
# what you would do until you actually get into the situation. Reducing those bids lowered the realization by

hundreds of dollars - and made me realize the value of getting more bidders into the sale. The more bidders the
less likely any great aberration are - at least on the low side.

Another fascinating thing was that while some lots got 1 or 2 bids, some really attracted people. I think that the
lots with the most bids are the lots with items most likely to go up in price - everyone wants them and doesn't
have them. Here are some for instances - check the

ir prices in 12 months and see if they have done better than the
other PNCS,

Table 2 - Items that got a lot of bids

Stamp Format Use No of bids % win
20 Pumper #11 PS5 Mint 15 80
17 Auto PC Type C #2 PS5 Mint 14 85
20 Flag #14 PS5 Mint 14 71
20 Flag PC #14 PS5 Mint 13 85
9.3 Mail Wagon #6 PS5 Mint 10 75
18 Surrey #11 PSS Mint 10 100
18 Surrey #15 & 16 PSS Mint 9 108
17 Auto PC Type C #3 PS5 Mint 9 80
7.4+7.4 Buggy PC PS5 Mint 8 70
17 Auto #6 PS5 Mint 8 85
18 Surrey #7 PS5 Mint 8 85
5.2S8leigh PC#1 PSS Mint 7 70
3.28leigh PC #2 PSS Mint 7 70
5.2 Sleigh PC #6 PS5 Mint 7 64
18 Surrey #13 & 14 PS5 Mint 7 100
18 Surrey #17 & 18 PS5 Mint 7 116
20 Flag #9 PSS Mint 7 100
22D #1 PSS Mint 7 83
20 Consumer #3 ' PS3 Mint 8 0
20 Consumer #4 PS3 Mint 7 64
9.3 Mailwagon PC #8 PS1 Used 9 95
18 Flag #7 PS1 Used 7 84
13. Police Wagon #1 PS1 Cover 11 1.25
7.6 Carreta #1 PS1 Cover 10 90
15 Tugboat #1 PS1 Cover 8 87
5.3 Elevator #1 _ PS1 Cover 8 90
20 Flag #4 PS1 Cover 8 70
Pumper 9,10,13 PS1 Covers 7 80

What does this auction tell us about the market? I'd say first, that it is healthy. Second we have passed thru the
period when prices were skyrocketing as new collectors far outstripped supply. Now we've settled into the phase
of prices and collecting where things are somewhat stable. A few items are going up, but most are steady. Here's

~~a reasonable assessment of how prices go for buyer and seller in this phase. All percentages are of dealer list, not
catalog,
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Dealer buys collection 25-30% -~
Auction minimum single item 40%
Auction client net after commision 48%
Auction expectation 60%
Trade value with dealer 60%
Buy at list 75%-100%

Notes: Dealers would expect to sell the collection at 60% in an auction. Some of it won't sell, of course. There is
hidden damage, items too inexpensive to sell, etc.

The auction minimum is the lowest that a collector can reasonably expect to pay. Of course buying at auction you
take what comes, rather than ordering what you want next. The best strategy for auction buying is to want more
iterns than you can buy - this allows you to bid low on many lots in the hopes of getting a few. On the other hand

if you see something in an auction which you reaily want your strategy is to bid high for it - I would say 70-80%
of list would give you a good chance and over list you are almost certain to get it.

If you sell thru an auction you can expect to get, roughly, 60%-20% of that as commission = 48% of list. But
items under about $10 each are harder to sell, and you may get less for them if they have to be lumped together to
sell them. Sometimes "large lots” or "collection remainders™ as these lots of less expensive items are called will go
for 15%-20% of list, or even face. Look for them with "suggested bids” rather than "Catalog value", as a way
that the mail sale can maintain a 40% minimum and yet let you buy for less.

Most dealers will trade for your very good item. I have a policy of trading for anything F-FV or better. I offer
50% on under $15 items, and 70% above.

"List" allows a range of discounts for people buying over $50, $100 etc. depending upon the dealer. You are most
likely to get these discounts when buying better items. That's also when you are most likely to get what you pay -

for - I mean that a dealer will probably not sell you his best copy at 25% off. Instead he'll sell you.....well, you
see what | mean.

Comments are welcome -

membefshlp Report

New Applicants Changes of Address

David Sills El Paso, TX Robert F. Gray

Donald Ruske Independence, MO P.O. Box 12531

Mary Ellen Mitchell Birmingham, MI Austin, TX 78711-2531

John Koch : Patchogue, NY

John Connolly Carlshad, CA Mac Johnson

Mark Swan Boulder Creek, CA 279 Roan Dr.

Thomas Adams, Jr. Westwood, NJ Eugene, OR 97401

Albert Elleck Leesburyg, FL

A. J. Miller Tucson, AZ Membership Summary

William Burke Newport, RI

Morgan Johnson Kissimmee, FL 403 April Report

+11 New Applicants

Reinstated + 1 Reinstated

John Goudie (#127)

15 Currently Active
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Briefly. ..

Rob Washburn received two silver medals at the Cardinal Spellman

Museum Literature Fair March 24 for his two books, PNC Varieties
and PNCs on Cover.

Ed Gould reports finding an 8.4¢ with #2 whole at the top.

Thanks for contributions of postage: Margaret Gurtshaw, $9.90,
and Chuck Morton, $33.04.

Those accumulators of PNCs on commercial covers universally report
that the following 25¢ Flags seem to be in shorter supply: #2,3,6,
and 8 pre-phosphored; #7 and 9 block tagged.

Alan Thomson last month presented a partial list of 25¢ roll sizes.
Burt Robbins, Gene Ernst, and Al Cibulskas have supplied additional

X f ] H 1
information 25F Roll Sizes

# Size 81 A,B*,C* Rey

1 B,C 5 A 9 A - 100

2 a,B 51 A 9i A B - 500

2i B*,C,D & A 101 A ¢ - 3000

3 A,B,C 7 A 111 A D -~ 10000

3i B*,C,D 7i A 131 A i - prephosphored

4 B.C 8 A,B,C 141 A * -~ has 'P' on label

Don Eastman reports the ‘appointment of an Advertising Committee

headed by Jack Dineen and Ed Gould to actively solicit dealer ads
for Coil Line.

-Hal Helfrich, P.0. Box 712, Media, PA 19063 manufactures rubber
stamps, and offers a 25% rebate to the PNC3 treasury for any order
placed by a PNC3 member. If you need a rubber stamp for your return
address or for your precancel use permit, write for his catalog: be
sure to mention your PNC3 membership if you order.

A new "earliest use" is reported on cover for the 18¢ Surrey #7:
July 7, 1981.

An auction item listed and illustrated on page 6 (lot 322) was
withdrawn. It received a high bid of $130, which was short of the
reserve which the consignor had established with the auction house.

It is cryptically noted as "controversial cover, maker says only 14
exist." This, of course, is the famous 6¢ precancel FDC which surfaced
long after the "first day." It was originally offered by R&D Enter-
prises. Ken Lawrence inquired as to the name of the box holder at
R&D's mailing address, and discovered it belonged to Wayne Anmuth,

who held an executive position at USPS headguarters at L'Enfant Plaza
in Washington, D.C. There have been charges that these FDCs were not
cancelled during the first day period, and Anmuth was re-assigned to
another job in another postal facility pending further investigation.
An internal investigation commenced, and the FBI even borrowed an
example: of the FDC from a collector who had purchased one to analyze
in its lab. The cover was subsegquently returned in something less

than its original condition. Anmuth has denied any wrongdoing. Linn's
intends to report fully on this investigation, but is waiting for the
"other shoe to drop." Collectors, meanwhile, ought to be aware that

this cover is under a cloud, and take this into account when purchasing
or bidding on one.
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The following are a few scattered items from the Domestic Mai% Manual.“\
of possible interest to collectors. The numbers are DMM section numbers.

146.32 Use of Postage Stamps, Permit Imprints, or
Customer Meter Strips.  Posiage stamps.  permit
imprints, and customer meter strips may not be used for

payment of postage due. except by Government agencies
as provided by 137 265h,

146.4 When Not Collected When it is apparent from the
impression of a cancellation that a postage stamp or
stamps have been whaolly or partiaily lost. the piece must
be handied. in the absence of conirary evidence. as if
cosrect postage had been paid for the class and weight of

" the piece. Handle registered mail requiring additionai
postage in accordance with 911.26.

147.112 Damaged in Customer’s Possession. Stamps
which are damaged or otherwise become unusable for
posiage because of humidity. moisture, or other causes
while in a customer’s possession may be exchanged at

147.13 Unserviceable Postal Stationery smd Unused
Precanceled Stamps.  Unserviceable and  spoiled

stamped envelopes or postal cards. f wassnceied. and
unused precanceled stamps and postal cards. will be
exchanged for other postage-stamped paper as follows:

o lﬂ.l&&nm of Postage Stamps 10 Other Foems

147.141 General. Mailers may submit postage
stamps for conversion to a meter-setting or advance
deposit for permit imprint mailings under the con-
ditions set forth in  147.142 through 147.1486. A
conversion charge of 10 percent of the face value of the
stamps or $250, whichever is greater. will be deducted
when the starps are converted. No part of any amount
applied to a meter-setting or trust account from the

full value only for an equal number of stamps of the
same denomination. Unserviceable stamps accepted
from customers under these conditions must be those
which have been on sale at post offices within 12 months ™
preceding the transaction. Quantities of the same 147.143 What May Be Converted. Osly fult panes ot-
-depomination in excess of $10 must be returned in the stamps. or coils of stamps in the original sealed;
samae configuration as when purchased: i.c.. sheets. coils, wregpers. will be accepted for conversion. Commemo-
boekles. Each such trassaction is further limited to rati¥e siamps issued no eartier than | year prior 1o the
stamps with 8 tocs] value of $100 or less from each Jdam of thc request for conversion or issues of regular
CUINOWeT ' stamps which have not been officially withdrawn from
sale s the Philmelic Sales Division will be accepted
urider these conditions.

conversion of postage stamps will be later refundable in
cash or by any other means.

Ads

Wanted: Plate strip of 5. Bee imperf coils #1 and #2. Also "missing
bee" strips of 3 or 5, with or without plate numbers. Have 9.3¢ 5/6

and 5.2¢ 3/5.- Willing to buy or trade. Raphael Peretz, 16-37
Utopia Pkwy., Whitestone, NY 11357.

Wanted: TAG SHIFTS and other TAG varieties. Coil strips with and
without plate numbers. Describe, send sample; prompt offer.
TAG SHIFT HARRY MUEGGENBURG, 3525 Bluff Ct., Carmichael, CA 95608.

Wanted: New Issues PNCs. Trade or Buy, face +10% minimum. Write
first. Send list to Red Ralder Stamps, 4123 W. 18th, Lubbock, TX
79416-6008.

NEW AND IMPRQVED!! Tots of new listings and ILLUSTRATED!! 1990
editions of PNCs ON COVER and PNC VARIETIES. PNCs ON COVER--
"a must for cover collectors"--$7.50. PNC VARIETIES--"the most
comprehensive listing of PNC varieties available anywhere"--
$12.50. Special: Save $2 when you buy both--$18.00 postpaid. _—
Rob Washburn, P.0. Box 840, Skowhegan, ME 04976.

PNC Commercial Covers--Non-PNC junk mail covers and bee varieties on
cover. Also used PNC singles. Will sell or trade by want ilist.
Mac Johnson, 279 Roan Dr., Eugene, OR 97401. (503) 342-3413.




