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APS plans special
appeal for PNCs

The Sales Division of the American Philatelic
Society will epperently make a special appeal
in the August issue of “"The American
Philatelist" for sales books dedicated to
plate number coil materiat,

Following is an excerpt from a letter to PNC3
member Randy A. Fisher of Northlake, iL, from
Gordon P. Wrenn, director of seles for the
APS.

"I am very happy to Learn of your plan to
submit Plate Number Coils to us, particulariy
in view of the fact that the August 1991
Sales Talk colum wWill include a request to
members to send that material to us so that
we can begin to offer circuits of jt.
Unfortunately we will need so meny sales
books before we can contemplate offering
these circuits to our members, that we will
have to be reassured of a steady supply
before starting the circuits.*

For those PNC3 members not affiliated with
the APS, the Sales Talk column is a regular
monthly feature of "The American
Philateiist.® The colum explains various
aspects of APS circuits.

In tight of the PNC3 survey conducted earlier
this year regarding ‘the APS offering circuits
of PNC material, it appears the time is at
hand for PNC members follow through sn the
answers provided in the survey, :

0f the nearly 150 PNC3 members who answered
the survey, over 80 percent indicated an
interest in receiving such circuits and a
slightly lesser numbar indicated they could
prepare from 1 to several score sales books.
To all of you who were interested and are APS
members, now's the time to fill up the sales
books and submit the material.

APS members needing information about
preparing sales books should contact the APS
directly at P.0. Box 800D, State College, PA
16803. The circuits are open only to APS
members.

Some PNC material ocasionally shows up in the
U.S. Used circuit received by the Coil Line
editor. The most recant example contained
some excellent 18c Surreys With a variety of
plate rumbers and several purpte machine
cancels. The material was fairly priced.

One caution to those preparing books: Be
realfstic about your grading and pricing. Ask
yourself if you would pay the price you are
asking for the stamp.

Harold Brown, Editor
909 Parker St.

Bowling Green, Ohio 43402

PNC3 schedules
its annual meeting
for Philadelphia

The annual meeting of the Plate Number Coil
Collectors Club will be Sat., Aug. 24 during
Stampshow in Philadelphisa.

Stampshow is the annual show and 105th
convention of tha American Philatelic
Society. Last year the show and PNC3 meeting
were held in Cincinnati.

PHC3 will neet from noon to 2 p.m. in room
123 of the Philadelphia Civic Center,
according to Dan Asmus of the APS office., The
meeting room is on the lobby level of the
concention center, one floor above the main
floor where Stampshow wWill be held. The lobby
level is accesgible via elevator and
escalator.

The PNC3 business meeting will be highlighted
by announcement of the election results
regarding ¢lub officers, the proposed bylaws
and the guidelines for the ethics committee.
Baliots were mailed to all members in good
standing in lete June. Ballots were to have
beenh returned no Later than Aug. 1.

Club officers will also bring other necessary
items before those attending. Ample time will
slso be set aside for guestions and answers,
comments and for getting to know fellow PNC3
members.,

Those attending are encouraged to bring alona
items of interest to share with the group.
These meetings also provide a good
opportunity to establish trading contacts and
to swap material and stories.

Of special interest to PNC3 members wWill be
the award-winning ‘*Yomorrow’s Classic’s’’
exhibit by Bill McMurray of Rhode Island.

(Continued on page 2)

INDEX

8 2
Fishing Boat & Trading group .............3
Commercial COVErs ......vevceecresnnnnnn 4-5
Cover of the Month ...........c0uviivuneaadB
Purple Machine Cancels ...,......... -
Replies to Questions & Ads ..... .
L T PN -

Collecting interests & fkoster ........10-16



Time for ‘G’ stamp?
Ramblings from the Coil Line editor:

Will it be »G" for garden or maybe “G" for

golf or more likely "G" for gouge.

If the U.5. Postal Service has its way, the

29¢ rate for first class mail may soon be a
thing of the past.

The ic stamp may be about to become the

hotest {item at the post office if the USPS
decides it will have the 30c rate it wanted
all along but didn’t get from the Postal Rate
Commission.

As of the #Coil Line" deadline July 15, the
USPS had not snnounced when the higher
would go into effect. Reports in recent days
have indicated it is no longer a matter of
"ifil the rate goes into effect but “when" the
rote goeg into effect. Some think the rate
will be effective this fall. Mord ig the 1991
Christmas stamps Witl be non-denominated,
This presents all sorts of questions: '

- Will there be a nondenominated “G" stamp
issued to represent the new first class rate?
Reportediy one has been ordered but not yet
printed.

= Will the Mount Rushmore stamps be
redesigned with a 30¢ denomination?

- What will happen to the Long-awaited 29c
denominated version of the "' stamp?

- Will the second ounce rate be affected
how?

Mearwhilie, all of those 1c Omnibus coils
lying around in our “scrap® boxes may finally
come in handy.

Steyed tuned to your favorite news source and
think sbout filling out the “F" and Mount
Rushmore numbers in your collection. Some of
this stuff may be scarce, especially some of
the Rushmore numbers. ! wouldn’t suggest
hoarding is required but a prudent filling of
the spaces wouldn’t be a bad idea,

The 30c Cerdinal sheet stamp should have told
us the USPS wasn’t going to settle for 29¢
rate any (onger than required.

PNC3 schedules

rate

and

(Continuved from page 1)

These stitt -in Philsdeiphia Sundey afternoon

may want to sit in on a lecture on PNCs by
Kent Lawrence, This is scheduled for 1 p.m.
The location will be available at the show.
The annual meeting of the APS will be held
Saturday morning at 9 end is open to all
merbers .

The Philadelphis Civic Center is located off
the Schuylkill Expressway (I1-78) in
University City. Taeke exit 41 to University
Avenue and turh right onto Civic Center Blvd.
Philadelphia also provides a good chance to
take a bresk from stemps or for members of
the family not interested in stamps to have
something to do. There are numerous
historical sites ranging from Idependence
Hational Historicsl Park to the Betsy Ross
Home and the U.S. Mint.

Letters

From the PNC3 President

1 have a few announcements to make:

First, the PNC3 annual meeting will take
place Ssturday, Aug. 24 at Stampshow 91 in
Philadelphia (at the Philadelphia Civic
Center) [ hope to meet many of you attending
the mesting.

1 also want to announce that Bill McMurray
hat replaced Frank Shively ss Chairman of the
Exhibitions and Awards Committee. Frank has
been ill, and we wish hin a speedy recovery.
Lastly, | wish to announce that a Standing
Rules Committee has been formed with Gene
Trinks a8 chairman. Karen Weigt and myself
are also on the committee. If you have any
suggestions for for standing rules for the
ruthing of our organization, would you please
send them to Gene Trinks, 34603 Bellows Court,
Troy, MI 48083,

Best wishes,

Rob Washburn, PNC3 Pregident
P.0. Box B&40

Skowhegan, ME 04976

(Editor's note: Details of the annual meeting
time and location sre on page one of this
issue of Coil Line.)

Suggestion for meeting discussion

To the Editor:

In Hay 1 attended the ROMPEX stamp show in
Denver for the second time. The Rocky
Mountain Philatelic Exhibition is a wonderful
show each spring, and asmong the locals are
some Legendary PNC collectors.

Stan Luft, who is in charge of long-range
plenning for ROMPEX, asked me about the
possibility of PNC3 holding an annusl meeting
at a future ROMPEX. | told him I'd pass along
the suggestion, with my own hearty
endorsement. As Stan and BI1A President Bill
Durn say, those who attend ROMPEX once,
usually return.

1 imagine most of us will expect our 1992
annual meeting to be heid in Chicago, along
with nearly every other stamp society, but by
then we will have held a string of meetings
in the East and Midwest. Itfs time for us to
follow Horace Greeley's advice and Go West.

I racommend that our newly installed officers
contact Stan Luft sbout holding the 1993 PNC3
anrual meeting in Denver, He will be more
than heppy to respond to our needs with
meeting rooms, seminar rooms and equipment, a
specified number of exhibit frames for PNC
entries and so forth. (The free Liquor and
snacks in the hospitality suite will easily
make up for any extra costs in getting to
Denver, and the hotel iz as reasonable as
any.)

Let’s consider this at our August meeting in
Philadelphia,

Ken Lawrence
P.0. Box 3568
Jackson, MS 39207



19¢ Fishing Boat
stamp due Aug. 8

The Long-awafited 19c Fishing Bost coil stamp
iz due to be issued Aug. & in Washington, D.C.
However, it won‘t as many had speculated, be o
part of the Transportation Coil series.

The stamp is being printed by the photogravure
process by Multi-Color Corp. for the American
gank Note Co. [t will have one group of four
plate numbers preceded by the letter A, The
interval of the plate numbers had not baen
revealed at the July 15 deadline for this
issue of Coil Line.

The four-color stamp shows a boat tied wp to a
piling. The stemp pays the 19¢ domestic
pestcard rate and will be issued in rolis of
500 and 3,000,

The stamp is the second coil this year to be
printed by the gravure process and is the
second coil printed by e private firm, The
first was the gravure version of the 29c Mount
Rushmore stamp released July & in roils of
10,000. The earlier Mount Rushmore coils were
printed by the intaglio process.

The U.S, Postal Service originally announced
the stamp would be issued in Aprit. No First
Oay ceremony is planned.

The stamp was designed by Pierre Mion of
Lovettsville, Va.

First Day Cover requests should be handled in
the usual way, making sure that if you use
envelopes instead of postcards, the postage
totals st lemst 29c. Customer-prepared
envelopes should be sent to Fishing Boat
Stamp, Postmaster, 900 Erentwood Road NE,
Washington, D.C. 20066-9992.

Bulk mail coil stamps planned

The U.S. Postal Service has announced plans to
release tuwo service-inscribed coil stamps
sometime this year for the needs of bulk
mailers,

Included will be a non-denominated coil with a
selling price of Sc. The design will be text
only. ) :

The second coil stamp will have 8 23¢c value,
1t will be precanceled and will be untagged
and service-inscribed, USPS has not said if
this will be s Transportation Coil.

The exisiting 23¢ Lunch Wagon coil is not
suited for bulk mailing, thus the need for the
second 23c value, the USPS said.

PNC findings reported by members

Richard Beechar says the 25¢ Yosemite Mo, 1
block tagged has been available st the Long
Beach, CA philatelic center "buyt they're going
fast. "

Steven Crown, 306 Lazy Hollow Dr. League City,
TX 77573 has found rolls of 500 of the 2¢
Loecomotive reengraved and untagged at the
downtown Houston post office. The 5¢
motorcyle, 1¢ Americana coils and 3c Parkman
coils are also being sold from vending
machines there.

He has also seen “alot" of 29¢ "F" coils with

a distinctive blue paper. He will let others
examine an example.

Trading project has
limited success, ends

George Kuhn reports the plate mumber project
he hed offered to operate hes now erded.

Hl’'d Like to thank all 27 members who
submitted strips for possible swapping.

"It wag o limited success and some of the
merbers had to be dissppointad, as they failed
to receive any of the strips they degired in
exchange for strips they sent in for trade.
It’s too bad it worked out that way, but the
variety ['d hoped for just feiled to be
realized.

“The table below will show the results of the
project, and may be of more than passing
interest to many members.®

Strips submitted:

"EY Flower No. 1111 12
121 . 2
1222 19
2211 4
2222 48
Mt, Rushmore 1 2
2 5
3 3
b 14
[ S
7 16
Strips requested:
HEH  Flower No. 1111 7
12114 24
1222 5
2211 20
2222 4
Mt. Rushmore 1 24
2 15
3 14
4 8
[ 15
7 14

Thanks again to all who responded and who were
so patient with me.

George Kuhn
P.0. Box TI1 )
Fruitland Park, FL 3473)

Commercial cover report-Northwest

Howard Foster, $. 2503 Tekoa, Spokane, WA
99203 reports the following PNCs in commercisl
covers from Centrel Washington for the “f#
stamp: 2222 - 635; 1222 - 320; 1111 - 47, The
figures from a mixture from the Baltimore, MD
area are: 22727 - 64; 1222 - 16; 1111 - 23,
Mounit Rushmore commercial covers are: 1-4; 2
~3; 3-43; 4-1; 6-5; 7-18. All from Central
Washington,

The deadline for material for the
September Coil Line is Aug. 15
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COMMERCIAL COVERS
Rob Washburn
P.0, Box 840
Skowhegan, Maine 04976

Now that we're seeing 4c¢ Stagecoach coils used as makeup postage with 25¢

stamps, I thought this might be & good time to do an article on the 4¢ Stagecoach
coll,

The Cottrell version of the 4¢ Stagecoach was released on August 19, 1982 in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Plate number 1 through 6 exist tagged, and numbers 3, 4, 5
and 6 exist precancelled. The plate numbers appear every 24 stamps on a roll. A
B-press version of the Stagecoach appeared on August 15, 1986 in Washington, D.C.
Only plate number 1 is known to date. Recently, the B-press version has been

found with two types of tagging...block and overall., The plate number appears
every 52 stamps in a roll,

The earliest known usages of the 4¢ Stagecoach on covers carried in the
mailstream are as follows:

Earliest Known Usage

Plate Number Date On Cover
Cottrell: 1 2/1/86
2 6/16/84
3 2/6/87
4 3/15/87
5 5/19/86
6 4/28/85?
3 Prec. 12/4/87
4 Prec. 10/29/86
5 Prec. 10/20/87
6 Prec, 10/20/87
B-press: 1 block tagged 8/15/86
1 overall tagged 478791

All of the above earliest usage covers were philatelically contrived. There

is, however, a known #6 precancelled cover with contents dated March 16, 1983
{(pictured below).

FLORAL PARK

ADDL AMT. PD,
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Mr. Frederick S. Lightfoot

“A mind is a terrible thing to waste’




A~ Until recently, virtually all known 4¢ Stagecoach tagged PNC covers were

philatelic. Now that we've had a rate change, many more stagecoach coils have
been seen used cormercially.

The precancelled 4¢ Stagecoach coils pald the third-class nonprofit bulk
mailing (sorted to 5 zip code digits) 4¢ rate in effect from July 28, 1982 until
January 8, 1983. The precancelled Stagecoaches continued to be used as authorized
false franking after the rate increased to 4.3¢ and then te 4.9¢, finally ceasing
service on August 18, 1985. All of the precancelled Stagecoach PNC commercial
covers are rare. 1In fact, less than 20 of each number have ever been reported.

Because of their scarcity, I would value 4¢ precancelled PNC commercial covers for
a minimum of $20 each.

A Surrey #15 cover with purple machine cancel has been found, now making the
total known 2! Stamps 'n' Stuff has also come up with more new EKU covers, some
beating the dates of ones recently sold in its March 28, 1991 auction.,.Surrey #6
(6/6/81), #8 (6/27/81), #10 (7/5/81), #12 (8/16/81) and #15 (9/5/81), 20¢ Flag #9
(1/17/83), 20¢ Pumper #14 (7/6/82). Also a 17¢ Electric Auto PNC has finally been
found used during the 18¢ rate period. The cover features a 17¢ Electric Auto #1

and 1s dated 10/10/81. Check out Ken Lawrence's July 15 Linn's column for a photo
of this new find,

Keep those reports coming. Have a great summer.

AY) UV AAE IS AT R GUATS S i1 Ty

i m———
mﬁ,un!m, et
o

APTCOAD Y EariCUARE Y3aPls .. ~.
. Eil \ i =

\VenYe Y

The above cover features a 22¢ Flag #3 coil and an Ad-Mail sample stamp.
Ad-Mail was an innovative advertising idea which never got off the ground because
the U.5. Justice Department ruled it to be in violation of a law prohibiting the
attachment of a "security" (stamps were considered to be securities) to an
advertisement. {If you have a candidate for Cover of the Month, please send it to
Rob Washburn, P.0. Box 840, Skowhegan, Maine 04976.)



A look at history of purple machine cancels

By Ken Lawrence
P.D. Box 3568
Jackson, MS 39207

The first high-speed facer-cancelers to use
purple ink wers placed into service on a trisl
besis in 1972, in Prince Georges, Marylend,
and Northern Virginia sectional centers.
Testing of the Mark 36 machines that used the
purple ink later included Atlanta, Boston, and
Church Street Station, New York, during the
1970's.

The Mark 36 machines, called that because they
were designed to process 36,000 letters per
hour (actual peak opereting speed was 27,000
per hour), were built for the Postal Service
by National Cash Register Co. By the end of
the decade, they had proven themselves, and
200 Mark 356 machines were placed into general
use in 1980 and 1981, in 34 large post
offices,

The purple ink was devel.oped by NCR because
the black ink used in older Pitney-Bowes
erkspoor Mark 2 facer-cancelers caused the
nawW machines to jam. It had also caused
problems on some of the older machines, so a
few dozen post offices equipped with Mark 2
machines also switched to purpte ink in the
early 1980s.

Thus, purple cancels on 1970s covers are
experimental, but purple cancels on 1980s
covers, including those on PNCs, are not.
Collectors who bothered to motice them during
the 19705 regarded them as curiosities. But
once they went into general use in the early
19805, they became a curse.

Just one purple-cancelsd stomp scaked together
wWith others could stain the whole batch, and
when the ruined stamps included prized 20¢
State Birds and Flowers commemoratives,
collectors were furious. Letters to "linn's"
frecquently recorded their displeasure. But the
Postal Service stood firm. In Late March of
1982, an official predicted that "purpie ink
will become prevelant as more of the M-36
machines are put on the line.,"

Two months later, that decision was reversed,
Though they hadn't admitted it publicly,
Postal Service officials too had found the
purple ink to be a nightmare, because it could
easily be removed from stamps with “a common
hdusehold chemical " Buy ads for
purple-canceled stamps proliferated, and the
same advertisers often sold "ungummed,
uncanceled stamps" as discount postage.

in & 1985 speech, Assistant Postmaster Genheral
Gordon C. Morison told of a retired
millionaire in Cincinnati, Alvin Gould, who
was selling such wached stamps, and had made
$47,000 at it in & short time. At the time of
his arrest, Gould possessed 50 million
canceled stamps, and 104,000 washed stamps
worth $15,000. He was convicted and sentenced

to one year in prison, later reduced to a year
of community services,

Under pressure from postal Inspectors,
minmnfs® stopped accepting buy ads for purple
cancels, even from legitimate collectors.
Mearwtiile, the Postal Service pressed forward
to develop a truly indelible ink. The new
carbonless black dye had actually been
developed in 1979, but it took two years for
the Occupationel Safety and Health
Administration to certify it as non-toxic., The
ink was designed for use in Mark 2
facer-cancelers, and patented by the Postal
Service. Ink rollers in the Mark 36 machines
had to be redesigned to accommodate the new
formula,

In May 1982, the Postal Service snnounced that
the purpie ink would be phased out. As
sectional centers exhausted their supplies of
purple ink, they would switch to the new black
ink. Reflecting the frustrstion of collectors,
Belmont Faires wrote in the May 31, 1982
ngtamp Collector,” “There is good news on the
postmark front-the deys of the purple cancels
are numbered."

It took more than a yesr for the exisiting
supplies of purple ink to be depleted. Purple
cancels waned during the early menths of 1983,
are rare on 1984 covers, and 1/ve heard of
only one 1985 example. Later reports are
elmost certain to be freekish uses of

long- forgotten leftovers,

As heppens so often in our hobby, philetelic
material that is shuwmed during its own day is
highly sought by a later generation of
collectors. That is true of purple machine
cancels, egpecially among PNC collectors. But
what seemed them to be ubiquitous seems now to
be much Less common. Meny of us have wondered:
what was the real proportion of purple to
black machine cancels?

Three years ago, Jerry Koepp began to acquire
one of the largest hoards of modern commercial
covers ever assembled, meiled from all over
the U.5., and from ships and overseas APOs, to
several product promotion lotteries in
Minnesota from 1980 to 1983. These provide one
of the best samples for study, because they
are not Limited to one region, as utility
covers are, or to other anomalies of
demographic concentration, as insurance covers
or charity mixtures are.

At Jerry’s reguest, | have examined literally
thousands of the PNC covers among the tons he
purchased, in order to prepare them as lots
for two Stamps ‘NY Stuff mail suctions. As I
did so, I kept track of the totals for each
PNC, and the numbers of each with purple
machine cancels,

{Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page &)

These are my tallies:

Stamp Plate No. Total Pur. Can.
18 ¢ Fleg 1 156 10
2 408 35
3 122 16
& 337 48
5 212 28
[ 1 1
7 1] 0
18¢ Surray 1 97 &4
2 208 21
3 &b é
% 39 &
5 157 32
.3 264 30
7 58 B
B 173 - 19
¢ 115 @
10 147 22
11 59 -1
12 74 15
13 35 &
14 3 &
15 9 0
16 ] 1
17 0 0
18 0 0
20 Pumper 1 45 10
2 21 1
3 43 12
(4 36 12
5 62 7
] 27 [
7 71 . 15
8 &8 1
g 60 13
10 49 11
1 48 13
12 1 1
13 40 12
14 1 0
15 23 [
15 16 .3
20c Cons. 1 35 11
Educ. : 2 29 8
3 13 S A
4 21 9
20c Flag 1 54 17
2 269 55
3 214 44
A 187 33
5 153 21
é 3 1
8 53¢ 22
¢ 396 12

The only PNC covers included in this survey
are those found in Koepp’s Lottery hoard. The
Stamps ‘N’ Stuff mail auction included PNC
caovers from elsewhere, and from other
consignors, that are not counted. The lottery
covers in this sample do not continue past
early 1983; that’s the reason thers are no PNC
covers with 20¢c Flag numbers higher than 9.

Numbers 10 and higher were not manufactured
until Late 1983 and early 1984,

Naturally, many of the covers counted in this
survey are faulty and not coliectible. The
total column includes every exsmple with &
#NC, whether handstamped, roller canceled,
machine canceled, or skipped, but the purple
cancels sre all Pitney-Bowes or NCR steel die
fhub imprints.

Using these figures, we can see that the 1981
covers {18c Flags and Surreys) were 10 to 15
percent purple cancel, but the rate reached 20
to 33 percent in 1982 (20c Pumpers, Consumer
Educations, and Flags 1 through 5), with the
highest rate on the Comsuners. By 1983 (20c
Flag 8 and 9} they had slowed to a 3 percent
trickle.

As one sho purchased several hundred pounds of
pre-PNC lottery covers from Jerry, [ know that
a gimilar rate prevailed in 1980, zo the
distribution is roughly bell-shaped, pesking
at about 33 percent in mid-1982. Earlier
(experimentel) purple cancels sre few and far .
betwesn,

Purple machine cancels are an interesting
feature of modern U.S. postal history. Becsuse
their brief heyday overlapped the golden years
of PNCs, we are their most logical guardians,
at least until other specialists, such as
collactors of Greast Americans definitives,
finally awake and realize their significance,

‘F’ stamp commercial cover report

Carl R. Ditsch, Lesverworth, KS, has provided
the following tally of “"F" stamps on
commercial covers from local businesses,

" ’ 17
121
1222
2211
2222
Total 3

[ AR

"These are all postmarked locally so
indications are that all numbers were
available in this area."

The following covers were obtained from
local credit union. :

1111 8-
12211 1
1222 9
221} 2
2222 . g
Total 29

“Also the articie on Purple Machine Cancels. |
aiso found a recent cover with the Purple
Cancel 'NOVA, MPC, 220¢ date May 22, 1991.
Since | collect PMCs, it was more than
welcome,

Cart slso found a Yosemite 25¢ No. 15 in a
local mixture just bafore tha rate change and
has three No. 15 covers, Casper, WY, Dec. 7,
1990; Tri-Cities, WA, Dec. 17, 1990; and Salt
Lake City, UT, Dec. 5, 1990.



Q&A replies

Regarding stamp placement
on PNC First Day Covers

Regarding fon Maifald’s guestion in the
July Coil Line about stamp placement on
FOC’'s to avoid the cancel hitting the plate
mmber, Ken Cherry writes:

I went through a number of PNC commercial
covers With & ruler in hand. First, a
typical coil stemp is 1 inch high. The
usual wavey line cencel is usually 3/4-inch
from top to bottom and normally begins
about 1/8-inch to 1/4-inch down from the
top of the envelope. (This can vary if the
covers go through the canceller crooked.) |
fourd where cancels touch the plate number
the stamp was affixed 2t the top or about
1/8-inch down from the top of the envelope.
Given these measurements it would seem
prudent to put a stamp between 3/8-inch to
1/2-inch down from the top edge of the
envelope. 1 also try to plece the stamp an
equal distance from the right edge of the
envelope. 1 have gotten good results with
the 1/2-inch distance. Ron might wish to
get out & ruler and do some measuring of
his own covers.

fFormer Coil Line Editor Tom Maeder offers
the following about Maifeld’s question:
"It has been my observation that FDC
machine cancels are the offender, but not
the handstemp. The clerk doing the
hamdstamping seems to know how to miss the
number. PS58 always receive the handstamp;
that may be one solution to the problem.
1 haven't really studied the matter, but
an examination might be done on older FDCs
to see if the cancel is always the exact
same distance from the top of the envelope,
and place the strip accordingly.”

Regarding retail & buy prices

Maeder writes thet Greg Manning, who does
the Trends feature for “"Limn’s" utilizies
PRC dealer Dale Hendricks to compile the
list. Hendricks prices the PSS end PS3
listings and subcontracts the used singles
pricing to Ken Lawrence,

Tom says Ken writes to dealers who offer
used singles to obtain their price {ists.
"Yen has told me that Ed Denson is usually
the only one who responds. Ken told me (1
assume seriously) that he thinks that since
Denson sesems to be the price leader, other
deslers are happy to let his prices stand,
rather than submit theirs and let the
average drop. So Tremds seems to rather
closely parallel the retail price list of
Dale Enterprises for mint strips and Ed
Denson’s retail for used strips.

"Trends are not a joke if informed and
willing buyers and sellers are opersting at
those levels, The Listing should reflect
the supply-demand function of the market
place and I think it generally does. But it

has been my observation that quality strips
at less than the Trends {{stings cen be
found with a tittle comparison shopping.

"Regarding deslers’ ‘buy’ prices: 1t is an
wxiom in retailing that if you can't buy at
50 percent or less of retsil, you will soon
be out of business. Buying at less than 50
percent of retail maximizes profit, but 1
can’t help but think that if the same
deslar who retails used 10.9c No. 3/4 at
$70 aliso offers to buy et $15, the il will
generated may soon drive him out of
business too."

In answer to Jay Maisel’s question about
the difference between retail and deaier

buy prices, Ken Cherry suggests Ed Denson’s
*A PNC Market Analysis" published in the
May 1990 issue (page 18) of Cofl Line.

Ads

PHCs ON COVER postmarked during period of
use. One Fire Pumper and two different 20c
Flags. My choice of numbers, 35 cash or 19,
29c MNH stamps. Phelps, 7504 Canterbury
fRoad, No. 85, Urbandale, 1A 50322,

250 POUNDS MIXTURE of searched U.S., Used
material for sale, $50.00. You pick up
only!! Tom Leeder, P.0. Box 389, Carthage,
KY 13619,

BUYING U.S. MNH F-¥F plate number coils, |
accept at 1.25 X face. Non-Cottrell press
minimum strip of 3. Cottrell Press
P5-2-PS5. Also any other U.S, MNH F-VF LP’s
wanted at 1.2 X face. Limit of 5 (max.) of
any one number. Tom Leader, P.O. Box 389,
Carthage, NY 13619,

LOOK INTO A GREAT NEW QUALITY PNC ALBUM.
160 pages for Cottrell, regulars,
officials. In color or B/W typeset. Custom
and special pages available. Send. $1.00
postege for sample pages. Steve Crown, 306
Lazyhollow, League City, TX T7a73.

SPECIAL: YOSEMITE Mo. 14 strip of 5 F-VF
inking variety, only top hatf of the rwmber
printed (14) for face plus postage (%$1.54
total). PNCs unlimited, N1043 CoG, Sheldon,
Wl 547646, Limit of 1 per person.

FOR SALE PNC commercial covers (no Flags).
Send SASE for list. Tony Curtis, P.O. Box
58492, Renton, WA 98058

A 52c No. 10 SASE gets you the finest
illustrated net pricelist of PNC covers and
used material ever offered, including an
18c Flag No. & cover, several multiple
ounce rate PNC covers, ancd many hard to
find precancelled PNC covers. Rob Washburn,
P.0. Box 8B40, Skowhegan, Maine 04976,



Membership

Names of applicents sre published for members
to review. Any member who questions the
suitability of a prospect should contact the
Chairman of the Membership Committee, Gene
Trirnks, 3603 Bellows Court, Troy, MI 4BOBY,
with the objection. The committes will
investigate and recommend for or against
mewbership.

New Applicants:

George Capuzzo
1708 Thunderbird Drive
McKinleyville, CA 95521 (450)

James H, Carmack Jr. MD.
103 Lands End .
Herdersonvilile, TN 3707% (851)

Lewis A, Kanirie Jr.
3751 s. Nellis Bivd, No. 200
Las Vegas, NV B9121 (652)

Charles D. Preustt
P.0. Box 26&
Bentiey, LA TI704 (653)

Roland L. Grandahl
P.0. Box 0137
East Windsor, CT D&DBE (654)

Robert Walsh
RD4, Box 557
Leurel, DE 19954 (&55)

Alex Rogolsky
8301 Poindexter Lane
Rockville, MD 20852 (&56)

Dr. E. €. Simonton
615 Jordan

Shreveport, LA 71101 ¢&57)

Dr. Jack Rebin

Division of Public Affairs The Pennsylvania
State Univ. at Harrisburg )
Middletown, PA 17057 (658)

Robert L. Moskowitz
10 Heller Drive
Upper Montctair, NJ 07043 (659)

Echiard Tan
2839 N.M. 56th Street No. 410
Seottle, WA 9B107 (660)

Change of address:

John A, VesnEps
RR HC-66, Box 1110
Gamaliel, AR 72537

Dennig Chamberlain
Box 4323

Davis, CA 95617-4323

Al Haake
1206 Hermeling Lane
Germentown, [L 62245

N.R. Rutfing
122 8. Division
Traverse City, MI 49484

John Bensko
1605 Birch St. SE
Decatur, AL 35401

Contributions:
None reported.

Deaths:
Mo repartad.

COIL LINE

Published monthly as the journal of the Plate
Number Coil Collectors Club, also known as
PNC3.

The deadline for copy to be considered for
the next issue is the 15th of the month,

except as otherwise noted. The June issue was
mailed June 1%,

President: Rob Washburn, P.0. Box 840,
Skowhegan, ME 04974

Distribution: Alan Thomson, P.0. Box %1
Northwood, NH 03281 Mailed under Bulk Rate
Permit No. 1, Northwood, N.H. 03251

Change of address and membership spplications
should be sent to: Gene Trinks, Secretary,
3503 Bellows Court Troy, MI 48083

Dues are $10 per year ($14 if first class

mailing of Coil Line is desired, and $14 for
all foreign mailing addresses) and should be
sent to: Richard L. Beecher, Treasurer 10779
Woodbine St. Apt. 302 Los Angeles, CA 90034

Advertising rates are 342 for a full page,
$22.50 for a half page and 312 for a quarter
page. The cost is payable with the order,
Checks should be made out to PNC3. Members
are entitied to two, 40-word ads per year at
no charge. All advertisements should be sent
to the editor. Classified ads are six (&)
cents per word to non members or those who
have used their two free ads.




NOTICE:

Pages 10 thru 16 of this online issue have not been included
because of privacy concerns dealing with members, their home
addresses and collecting interests. -



